IT210

Prof Newman

IT 210 – Sending Form Data via Email (and with CGI Programming)

Unformatted/Formatted Emails with transmitted form data

Unformatted (with just plain action=mailto:xxxxxxxx in FORM tag)

Form=First+IT210+Form&Name=%28Prof%29+Allen+Newman&Standing=Junior

&Address=3200+Willow+Creek+Road&City=Prescott&State=AZ&ZIP=86301

&LongPhone=%28928%29-777-3947&Box_2=Yes

&Reason=Submittal+of+a+unformatted+email+for+IT+210.

&RButton_1=Charlie&Email=newmana%40erau.edu  

(line spaced for readability - transmitted in 1 long string without new line characters).

Formatted (with enctype=text/plain action=mailto:xxxxxxxx in FORM tag)

Form=First IT210 Form

Name=(Prof) Allen Newman

Standing=Junior

Address=3200 Willow Creek Road

City=Prescott

State=AZ

ZIP=86301

LongPhone=(928)-777-3947

Box_2=Yes

Reason=Submittal of a formatted email for IT 210.

RButton_1=Charlie

Email=newmana@erau.edu

Formatted=Yes

Note: Nothing is sent for an unchecked Checkbox.

Also, for unformatted form data, data is sent in name=value pairs escaped. Blanks are “+” and all special characters are replaced with %nn where nn is the ASCII
 hexadecimal character equivalent (see attached ASCII character-hexadecimal equivalency table). For formatted (enctype=text/plain), data is sent in (line spaced) name=value pairs unescaped.

If the user’s browser is NOT configured for/with an email client, the mailto: link is useless. A failsafe way is via a CGI (Common Gateway Interface) Program like PERL or PHP, but using CGI programming is considerable more complex involving advanced programming skills.

ASCII Conversion Table

    0   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   A   B   C   D   E   F

0  NUL SOH STX ETX EOT ENQ ACK BEL BS  HT  LF  VT  FF  CR  SO  SI

1  DLE DC1 DC2 DC3 DC4 NAK SYN ETB CAN EM  SUB ESC FS  GS  RS  US

2   SP  !   "   #   $   %   &   '   (   )   *   +   ,   -   .   /

3   0   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   :   ;   <   =   >   ?

4   @   A   B   C   D   E   F   G   H   I   J   K   L   M   N   O

5   P   Q   R   S   T   U   V   W   X   Y   Z   [   \   ]   ^   _

6   `   a   b   c   d   e   f   g   h   i   j   k   l   m   n   o

7   p   q   r   s   t   u   v   w   x   y   z   {   |   }   ~ DEL

An example is of a PHP formatted email is (actual PHP code follows)
 :

Reply To: A. R. Newman <newmana@erau.edu>
Assignment 7 Form Data Automatically Parsed/Unescaped by PHP:

Form = First IT210 Form

Name = (Prof) Allen Newman

Standing = Faculty

Address = 3700 Willow Creek Road

City = Prescott

State = AZ

ZIP = 86301

Phone = (928)-777-3947

Box_1 = No (Blank for unchecked. "Box_1 = No" was program added)

Box_2 = Yes

Reason = Submittal of a unformatted email for IT 210 using a CGI Program to generate a formatted email.

RButton_1 = Charlie

Formatted = No (Blank for unchecked. "Formatted = No" was program

    added)

Submitted by: 24.117.48.75

              24-117-48-75.cpe.cableone.net

              http://pr.erau.edu/~newmana/it210/form1.html
  Mozilla/5.0 (Windows; U; Windows NT    5.1; en-US;

         rv:1.7.2) Gecko/20040804 Netscape/7.2 (ax)

              Mon Nov 15 2004 04:00:02 MST

Most (if not all campus browsers are not configured with an email client (Outlook/Outlook Express for Internet Explorer). Webmail is our campus email client.

PHP Program (assignment7.php) is:

<?

//
phpinfo(); // Diagnostic

//
exit;


while(list($key,$val)=each($_POST))



{




$$key = $val;



}


if($Box_1 == "") { $Box_1 = "No (Blank for unchecked. \"Box_1 = No\" was program added)"; }


if($Box_2 == "") { $Box_1 = "No (Blank for unchecked. \"Box_2 = No\" was program added)"; }

      if(!defined($Formatted)) { $Formatted = "No (Blank for unchecked. \"Formatted = No\" was program added)"; }

      $today = date("D M j Y H:i:s") . " MST";

// Start Mail

      $subject = "IT210 Form Email Data by PHP";

      $additional_headers = "From: Prof A. R. Newman <newmana@erau.edu>\n" . "Reply To: A. R. Newman <newmana@erau.edu>";

      $message = "Assignment 7 Form Data Automatically Parsed/Unescaped by PHP:\n\n";


$message .= "Form = $Form\n";


$message .= "Name = $Name\n";


$message .= "Standing = $Standing\n";


$message .= "Address = $Address\n";


$message .= "City = $City\n";


$message .= "State = $State\n";


$message .= "ZIP = $ZIP\n";


$message .= "Phone = $LongPhone\n";


$message .= "Box_1 = $Box_1\n";


$message .= "Box_2 = $Box_2\n";


$message .= "Reason = $Reason\n";


$message .= "RButton_1 = $RButton_1\n";

      $message .= "Formatted = $Formatted\n\n";


$message .= "Submitted by: " . $REMOTE_ADDR . "\n";


$message .= "              " . $REMOTE_HOST . "\n";

      $message .= "              " . $HTTP_REFERER . "\n";

      $message .= "              " . $HTTP_USER_AGENT . "\n\n";

      $message .= "              " . $today . "\n\n";


mail($Email, $subject, $message, $additional_headers);

// End Mail

// For an immediate return (redirect) - maybe absolute or relative

//header("Location: assignment7.html");

$return = "http://pr.erau.edu/~newmana/it210/form1.html";

?>

<HTML>

<HEAD>

   <META HTTP-EQUIV="Content-Type" CONTENT="text/html; charset=iso-8859-1">

<?

// Into PHP because $return is a variable

    echo "  <META HTTP-EQUIV=\"Refresh\" CONTENT='5; URL=$return'>";

?>

   <META NAME="Author" CONTENT="Allen R. Newman">

   <META NAME="GENERATOR" CONTENT="Mozilla/4.04 [en] (Win95; U; 16bit) [Netscape]">

   <TITLE>Data Recording Acknowledgement Using PHP</TITLE>

</HEAD>

<BODY TEXT="#000000" BGCOLOR="#E9CFB6" LINK="#FFFFFF" VLINK="#FFFFFF" ALINK="#66FFFF">

&nbsp;<BR>

<BR>

<BR>

<CENTER><TABLE COLS=1 WIDTH="500" BGCOLOR="#E9CFB6" >

<TR>

<TD bgcolor="#990000">

<CENTER><B><FONT FACE="Arial,Helvetica"><FONT COLOR="#FFFFFF">Data Recording 

Acknowledgement</FONT></FONT></B></CENTER>

</TD>

</TR>

</TABLE></CENTER>

&nbsp;

<CENTER><TABLE WIDTH="500" >

<TR>

<TD>

<?

// Into PHP because $Name is a variable

   echo "<CENTER><B><FONT FACE='Arial,Helvetica'><FONT COLOR='#000000'>An Email Has Been Generated for

the Data Submitted for<p>$Name<br>&nbsp;</FONT></FONT></B></CENTER>";

?>

<P>

</TD>

</TR>

<TR>

<TD BGCOLOR="#990000"><CENTER><FONT FACE="Arial,Helvetica" COLOR="#FFFFFF"><B>Thank 

You!</B></FONT></CENTER></TD></TR>

<tr>

<td>

<br><font face="Arial,Helvetica"><font color="#800000"><font size=-2>By A. R. Newman<br>

IT210 - Formatted Email<br>August 25, 2003</font></font></font></td>

</tr></TABLE></CENTER>

</BODY>

</HTML>

� ASCII stands for American Standard Code for Information Interchange. For a detailed explanation, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.jimprice.com/jim-asc.htm" ��http://www.jimprice.com/jim-asc.htm�


� MERCURY is not configured for PHP. This program resides on PLUTO (another campus server).
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